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Abortion after the first trimester?
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Dear Alice,
Is abortion in the second and third trimester dangerous? Does induced abortion in the third
trimester (seventh month) limit the possibility of having children in future? How does induced birth
(abortion) in the second or third trimester influence a woman's health?
Thank you.
— Curious

Answer
Dear Curious,
The earlier in pregnancy an abortion is performed, the safer and less complicated the procedure
is. Abortions in the third trimester are extremely rare in the United States, but the procedure can
be done safely when necessary.
Most, but not all, states in the United States prohibit abortion after a certain point in pregnancy. In
these cases, a woman may only obtain an abortion if a physician determines her life or health is
threatened. For up-to-date information on state abortion laws, visit the Guttmacher Institute [2]. In
some other countries, laws support abortion at any time before the birth.
The vast majority (88 percent) of abortions in the United States are performed within 12 to 13
weeks of a woman's last menstrual period. Less than two percent of abortions occur after 20
weeks, and abortion is extremely rare after the 26th week of pregnancy (in the third trimester).
Abortion may happen after 20 weeks for a variety of reasons including undiagnosed pregnancy,
medical complications, or severe fetal abnormality. Some women may not have been able to
obtain an earlier abortion due to a lack of money, difficulty finding a provider, or delays caused by
parental consent or waiting requirements.
Different abortion methods are used at different points during pregnancy. A procedure called
"dilation and evacuation" (D&E) is usually performed from weeks 16 to 24 or for most second
trimester abortions. During a D&E, a health care provider uses the following medications and

techniques:
Pain medication or sedation to make the woman comfortable
Antibiotics to prevent infection
Medication to slowly stretch open and numb the cervix
Some abortions late in the second trimester require a shot given through the abdomen
Medical instruments and a suction machine empty the uterus
List adapted from Planned Parenthood [3].
Most abortions, even later in pregnancy, are very safe. Women generally have no long-term
health effects, and safe abortion does not interfere with future pregnancies. For more information
on abortion and fertility, see Effects of multiple abortions [4] in the Go Ask Alice! archive for
Sexual and Reproductive Health.
The later in pregnancy an abortion is performed, the higher the complication rate. Anesthesia and
sedation also increase the potential for problems. In extremely rare cases, these complications
can be fatal. Childbirth and abortion after 20 weeks have the same risk of death. Other risks of
abortion include:
Allergic reaction
Blood clots in the uterus
Infection
Injury to the cervix or other organs
Very heavy bleeding (a small amount of bleeding or spotting for a few weeks is normal)
List adapted from Planned Parenthood [3].
If you are more than just "curious," and you or a friend are seeking an abortion, it's a good idea to
speak with a medical provider as soon as possible.
Online, you can find more information about abortion from the following organizations:
Our Bodies, Ourselves Health Resource Center [5] — The section on abortion provides
information about the history of abortion, Medicaid coverage, and personal stories.
National Abortion Fund [6] (NAF) — The NAF provides information about state laws,
suggestions for finding an abortion provider, and guidance for financial assistance.
Early abortion is one of the safest surgical procedures. However, as time passes in pregnancy,
the risks do increase. For women seeking abortion, the sooner the better.
Alice!
Category:
Sexual & Reproductive Health [7]
Pregnancy Options [8]

Related questions
Are there safe ways to induce a miscarriage? [9]

Effects of multiple abortions [10]
Morning after pill [11]
Does having an abortion hurt? [12]

Resources
Medical Services (Morningside) [13]
Medical Services (CUIMC) [14]
Published date:
Mar 07, 1996
Last reviewed on:
Jul 02, 2015

Footer menu
Contact Alice!
Content Use
Media Inquiries
Comments & Corrections
Syndication & Licensing
Licensing Q&As
Get Alice! on Your Website
Full Site Syndication
Link to Go Ask Alice!
Go Ask Alice! is not an emergency or instant response service.
If you are in an urgent situation, please visit our Emergency page to view a list of 24 hour support
services and hotlines.
Source URL: https://goaskalice.columbia.edu/answered-questions/abortion-after-first-trimester
Links
[1] https://goaskalice.columbia.edu/answered-questions/abortion-after-first-trimester
[2] http://www.guttmacher.org/statecenter/spibs/spib_PLTA.pdf
[3] http://www.plannedparenthood.org/health-topics/abortion/in-clinic-abortion-procedures-4359.htm
[4] http://goaskalice.columbia.edu/answered-questions/effects-multiple-abortions
[5] http://www.ourbodiesourselves.org/book/chapter.asp?id=20
[6] http://www.prochoice.org/
[7] https://goaskalice.columbia.edu/category/sexual-reproductive-health
[8] https://goaskalice.columbia.edu/category/pregnancy-options
[9] https://goaskalice.columbia.edu/answered-questions/are-there-safe-ways-induce-miscarriage
[10] https://goaskalice.columbia.edu/answered-questions/effects-multiple-abortions
[11] https://goaskalice.columbia.edu/answered-questions/morning-after-pill-23
[12] https://goaskalice.columbia.edu/answered-questions/does-having-abortion-hurt

[13] https://goaskalice.columbia.edu/resource/medical-services-morningside
[14] https://goaskalice.columbia.edu/resource/medical-services-cuimc

